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Vets' leaders say the profession must be properly consulted if the government wants vets to help vaccinate people against flu this autumn as part of the fight against Covid-19.

The BVA and the Veterinary Management Group (VMG) said crucial issues would need to be explored around safety risks, training, insurance and regulation.

It is thought a large scaling up of flu vaccinations could help reduce the burden on health services if the Covid-19 pandemic worsens and there are spikes in the number of cases and new lockdowns.

BVA president Daniella Dos Santos responded to reports in the media that the possibility of involving vets was being considered by officials as part of a range of options.

She told *Vet Record*: 'The reality is there are thousands of nurses and healthcare workers who would be higher up the list \[than vets\].

'And as with any human healthcare work, there would be questions about training, insurance and regulation that would need to be considered\...to make sure that risks were properly managed.

'It could really only work on a voluntary basis, but at this point in time we've not been approached by the government to explore any of this.'

VMG president Richard Casey said: 'It would be essential to understand how it would work, what would be required, and about training and so on. It all comes down to involving the profession...in order to understand whether or not we're best placed to support in that way.'

NHS England and NHS Improvement told *Vet Record*: 'We do not have an update on this at this time.'
